Harris (l) 1 first described the adult, larva, and pupa as Lophocampa ca?yae, he gave in addition a brief account of the larval feeding and cocoon-making habits, and listed hickory, elm, and ash as food plants. Fitch (2) in 1855 gave a further account of larval habits and added butternut, sumach, and slippery elm to Harris's list of food plants; and during this same year the species was listed by Walker (3) and figured by . In 1882 it was listed by Grote (5).
Few biological data were added until Beutenmiiller (6) The larvae reared in 1915 passed through only 8 instars, but the majority of those reared in 1916 passed through 9 instars. This could not have affected greatly the time required for development, however, as the few larvae which passed through only 8 Pear seemed a slightly more favorable food plant than apple. The development of the larvae was more rapid, and although the majority passed through only 8 stages a few passed through 9 stages. Eighteen larvae which passed through 8 stages required from 87 to 91 days, with an average of 88.77 days; 5 larvae which passed through 9 stages required from 98 to 100 days, averaging 98.40 days.
The duration of the stages of larvae reared on Japanese walnut during the season of 1916 was as follows: 
